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( )	This	view	of	the	nature	and	role	of	political	concepts	is	now	more	widely	accepted.	Quentin	Skinner
acknowledges	that	in	believing	that	concepts	“not	only	alter	over	time,	but	are	incapable	of	providing	us	with
anything	other	than	a	series	of	changing	perspectives	on	the	world	in	which	we	live	and	have	our	being”	(2002,
176)	we	are	following	in	a	tradition	that	stems	from	Nietzsche	and	Weber	(and	in	whose	company	Schmitt	would
have	felt	at	home).	He	joins	with	Koselleck	(2004,	80)	in	maintaining	that	“we	need	to	treat	our	normative	concepts
less	as	statements	about	the	world	than	as	tools	and	weapons	of	ideological	debate”	(Skinner,	2002,	176).	In
pursuing	this	line	of	argument	about	concepts,	Skinner	even	prays	in	aid	Foucault’s	(1980,	114)	Nietzschean
position	that	“the	history	which	bears	and	determines	us	has	the	form	of	a	war”	(Skinner	2002,	177).
( )	In	the	Preface	to	Political	Theology,	Schmitt	(2005,	2–3)	admits	that	he	had	arrived	at	institutionalism	as	a	result
of	his	studies	of	“the	profound	and	meaningful	theory	of	institutions	formulated	by	[the	French	public	lawyer]
Maurice	Hauriou.”	But	in	Three	Types	he	seems	to	have	recognized	that,	with	the	establishment	of	the	Nazi	regime,
it	would	be	politic	to	call	this	concrete-order	thought	to	avoid	any	association	with	neo-Thomism	exhibited	in
Hauriou’s	work:	see	Bendersky’s	note	in	Schmitt	[1932]	2004	(112	n59).	On	Hauriou,	see	Gray	2010.
( )	Cf.	the	claims	of	Geertz	1980;	Skinner	1989.	Geertz:	“That	master	noun	of	modern	political	discourse,	state”
(121).	Skinner:	“The	state	is	…	the	master	noun	of	political	argument”	(123).
( )	See	Hintze	1970,	1975;	Weber	1978,	1994.	This	line	of	inquiry	has	inspired	a	wide	range	of	contemporary
works	including	Ertman	1997;	Mann	1986,	1993,	2012.
Martin	Loughlin
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